


students, but for the teachers as well.
Paddock prides itself on continuous work to
align curriculum and instruction with the
state standards. All teachers at Paddock join
the district in the process of curriculum
mapping where teachers can document what
they are teaching and assess their progress
of completing standards and benchmarks.
Grade levels meet regularly to collaborate
and work on curriculum and instruction as a
team. Staff development opportunities are
available to all staff to attend conferences
and trainings. This year the Writer’s
Workshop model was the focus of staff
development. Classroom teachers
participated in Literacy Coaching Cycles, in
which groups of 3-4 teachers met together
for three consecutive weeks. Each week the
team, guided by the literacy coach, would
visit classrooms to teach and observe
lessons, and then met together afterward to
discuss the best instructional strategies to
meet student needs. We are proud of these
efforts, which encouraged collaboration and
enhanced the instructional capacity of our
teachers.

Paddock’s annual Fine Arts Series continues
to offer exceptional opportunities for
students. With funding for performances
derived from our annual candy sale, students
experience programs in areas such as poetry,
art, theater, and dance. Many thanks to our
parent volunteers who organize and manage
this fundraiser, which in turn brings our
students unique experiences.

This year marked the 25" year Paddock has
participated in Jump Rope for Heart. Our
students have raised over $250,000 to help
fight heart disease. Paddock has earned
many honors in the state for our JRFH
program. When students Jump Rope for
Heart, they serve our community, help save
lives, build school spirit, learn about keeping
their hearts healthy, and have FUN!

Paddock Elementary School and Symons
Elementary School (grades 3-5) worked
collaboratively to plan a series of activities
to ensure a smooth transition for second
graders moving to third grade during the
2009 — 2010 academic year. Second graders
visited the Symons Elementary School for
an orientation that included a day of fun,
informative activities and even lunch in the

Symon’s cafeteria. Counselors from both
schools worked with students to help assure
a successful transition. Our second grade
students left Paddock ready to have a
successful year at Symons Elementary
School.

Paddock continues to win competitive grant
awards to fund such programs as our First-
Steps  Washtenaw  Program, Literacy
Backpacks for incoming kindergartners, a
walking fitness program at lunch and a
Milan area Foundation grant to improve our
Community Garden.

Paddock is proud of the use of state of the
art technology to enhance learning. Each
room is equipped with an interactive
instructional system that includes a
computer, ceiling mounted LCD projector,
interactive Webster Board, DVD / VCR
player, and sound amplification system.
This interactive system allows teachers to
project, edit, and save presentations as well
as stream both United Streaming videos and
cable TV. Teachers can access the district's
network as well as the Internet and World
Wide Web. Easiteach is a software package
that allows teachers to design interactive
presentations that get students involved in
the learning process and peak their interest
level to learn. For more information visit
http://milanareaschools.org/technology/ and
explore.

Paddock’s Guiding Principles

Paddock Elementary School’s purpose is to
help every learner develop enduring
intellectual, physical, emotional, and social
skills essential for full participation as
citizens in a democratic society.

Paddock promotes a positive, safe, and
caring culture where everyone is valued and
respected. Expectations for both learning
and behavior are consistent and clear. We
empower children to assume responsibility,
and encourage them to explore, experiment,
and contribute. We acknowledge the
important roles families and the community
play in children’s learning beginning at
birth. We support a collaborative
partnership for learning among all adults on
behalf of children. Everyone in our school
community is both a learner and teacher.



Our curriculum consists of clearly defined
essential skills and concepts important for
all learners to master. The curriculum is
relevant and designed to challenge all
children to reach their potential.

Our instructional practices meet the
needs of diverse learners, promote active
engagement, reflection, confidence, and
nurture a love for learning. Practices are
grounded in research and strengthened
through learning and collaboration.

Classroom assessments emerge logically
from the curriculum, are integral to the
instructional process, and are
developmentally appropriate. Assessments
are used to measure, monitor, and
communicate Students’ progress in an
honest and timely manner. Children
demonstrate their progress toward learning
goals often and in a variety of ways.

Parent Involvement

Paddock recognizes that parents are their
child’s first teacher and as such, need to
have multiple opportunities to be involved
with the school through school-wide
projects, special events and performances,
and by volunteering in classrooms. Parents
support the school’s mission and goals in
several  ways,  particularly  through
volunteering. This year, Paddock hosted
over 230 parent volunteers as well as two
wonderful grandparents from the Foster
Grandparent program of Monroe County.

The parent support group called the Friends
of Paddock met throughout the year to plan
events for the student body. The Friends of
Paddock sponsored several events that
added to the vitality of the school, these
included our Muffins with Mom and Donuts
with Dad - occasions where students and
parents met before school in a venue that
offered opportunities to extend community
connections. Paddock Bingo Night and the
Family Movie Night at Milan High School
brought over 200 families together to share a
special time together. Friends of Paddock
also provided a home-cooked buffet to staff
at conference time and a special week of
food and fun to celebrate “Staff
Appreciation Week” in early May.

Paddock  parents  demonstrate  their
commitment to their children’s education

regularly but especially through attendance
at  parent-teacher conferences, which
approaches 100% annually. Parent-Teacher
conferences are an indication of the support
Paddock receives from its families.
Communication between home and school is
further enhanced thanks to parent meetings,
classroom newsletters, telephones in every
classroom, and e-mail access.

Advanced-Ed Accreditation

Paddock is currently involved in a district-
wide improvement program as part of our
Advanced-Ed (formerly NCA) accreditation
process which is staff driven. We are
working with staff from each of Milan’s
schools to earn District Accredidation.

Parent participation on the school
improvement team is definitely encouraged
at Paddock Elementary School. Feel free to
contact the administration of Paddock
Elementary School for more information
concerning the Advanced-Ed  school
improvement process.

Adequate Yearly Progress

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), as defined
by the state and federal governments, is
based on two of the four MEAP tests, Math
and English Language Arts.

Social Studies and Science scores are not
included in calculating a building’s AYP
status. According to Michigan’s definition
of AYP, students who scored in Level 1 or
Level 2 on the English Language Arts or
Mathematics  tests met the AYP
requirements for that specific test.

Paddock Elementary achieved AYP status in
both Math and English Language Arts based
on the Fall 2008 3™ grade MEAP scores

State Accreditation

We are very proud to say that Paddock
Elementary School received a letter grade of
“A” on the Education Yes! State
accreditation report card. The hard work and
dedication of all our staff members is
reflected in this rating.



Staff Qualification

Every staff member at Paddock Elementary
School is highly qualified at this time in his
or her subject area or field.

Fall 2007 Third Grade MEAP Scores

2008-2009
Third State|Milan Male Female|Sub-Group
Grade |Level 1|113%[17% 12% 15% *
English |Level 2/66% |67% 67% 68% *
Language|Level 3|16% [17% 19% 16% *
Arts  |Level 4| 1% | 2% 2% 1% *
2008 - 2009
State|Milan Male Female|Sub-Group
Third |Level 1/41%[35% 33% 38% *
Grade |Level 2|36% |50% 50% 50% *
Reading |Level 3]13%|13% 15% 11% *
Level 4 2% | 1% 2% 1% *
2008 - 2009
State Milan Male Female Sub-Group
Third Level1 0% 0% 0% 0% *
Grade Level261% 57% 57% 58% *
Writing Level 3 35% 36% 36% 36% *
Level4 4% 7% 7% 6% *
2008 - 2009
State Milan Male Female Sub-Group
Third Level 1 56% 62% 63% 61% *
Grade Level 2 35% 33% 30% 36% *
Math Level 3 9% 5% 7% 3% *
Level 4 0% 0% 0% 0% *

An Open Invitation

Reports and test scores can impart only a
small picture of what our school is really
like. Whenever parents call to ask about
Paddock Elementary School, they always
receive an invitation from the principal to
visit and tour the building. This same
invitation is extended here. The atmosphere
of our school, the activities in classrooms
and the enthusiasm of our students are best
described first hand. Please visit our school
and see for yourself the quality learning
experiences we are offering to Paddock
students.



